
 
Flowers remain by far the most 
popular gift for funerals. Their 
fleeting beauty is the perfect 
metaphor for life, and they bring 
comfort to those that are grieving.  
If you know the deceased had a 
favorite flower, try and include 
some of them your bouquet for a 
personal touch to your gift. 

AA Gifts and Baskets provides gift 
bargains in all our articles and 
newsletters featured in topic 
categories:  

New Gift Ideas 

• Wedding Gift Baskets  
• Thank You Gift Baskets  
• Sympathy Gift Baskets  
• Housewarming Gifts  
• Get Well Gifts  
• Congratulations Gifts 
• Birthday Gift Baskets  
• Baby Gift Baskets  
• Anniversary Gift Baskets 
• Kids Gift Ideas 
• Gifts for Women 
• Gifts for Men 
• Candy Bouquets 
• Chocolate Gifts 
• Cheesecakes 
• Gourmet Gifts 
• Corporate Gift Baskets 
• Coffee & Tea Baskets 
• Spa Gift Baskets 
• Golf Gift Baskets 
• Popcorn Gift Tins 
• Fruit & Nut Gifts 

 

Only about 1 in 7,000 people currently lives to be 100 years old.  
Despite research into the subject, the reasons for old age are still 
not well understood.  An institute in Connecticut is planning to 
sequence the genes of 100 people over 100 years old in hopes of 
discovering more facts behind the mystery. 

Uncomfortable Accepting of Dying 

Check out more great articles on gift giving on our Gift Blog 
• Gifts 
• Baby 
• Chocolate 
• Corporate 
• Kids 
• Sympathy 
• Thank You 

One Saturday when I was working at my funeral home, an 
old lady called me up and said she wanted to make her 

own funeral arrangements. I picked
her up at her home and drove her to 
the funeral home, which isn’t standar
procedure, but if a person has no 
means of transportation, it is 
something I will gladly do if I have 
the time and the staff. 
 
For so

 

d 

meone who said she was 
ninety-one, she was a little fire 
cracker. She was boisterous and 
energetic, and she seemed like the 

type that would definitely live to be one hundred. 
 
She told me something quite different, however. She said 
that she would be dying soon. Then again, she also said all 
her relatives hated her and wished she was dead. I listened 
sympathetically, thinking I was most likely overhearing 
the ramblings of a paranoid old lady. 

 
She paid for her funeral. When I drove her home 
afterward, I met her son, and he was as nice as could be. 
Nobody hated that lady, from what I could tell. 
She called me up a few days later with a question about 
her funeral arrangements. I did the best I could to guide 
her in the right direction to get her problem solved. 
And then I said, "Is there anything else I can help you 
with?" 
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Deluxe Bereavement Gift 
Basket

 
Send a deluxe gift basket filled with sweet a d 

Price: $ 100.00 

n
savory gourmet treats to convey that you are 
thinking about them during this difficult time. 
A cloth-lined basket holds Sun Dried Tomato 
Basil Cheese Spread, Summer Sausage, 
Parmesan Bruschetta, Focaccia Crisp Crackers, 
Gourmet Olives, Smoked Almonds, Cashew 
Crunch, Peanut Butter & Chocolate Popcorn, 
Butter Toffee Pretzels, Monbana Chocolate 
Squares, Ghirardelli Chocolate Mint Candy Bar, 
Butter Cookies, Chocolate Wafer Cookies, 
Golden Walnut Chocolate Fudge Cookies, 
Lemon Green Tea, Ghirardelli Chocolate Mint 
Coffee, and Cinnamon Biscotti. It comes 
wrapped with matching ribbons for an elegant 
and tasteful presentation. 
 

 
 

 

Her response was so bizarre that I’ll never 

he said, "There's nothing you can do for me 

y. But two 

er son came in to sign all the papers for her 
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e was going to die, 

seem 

 It 
 

hard to find someone who will talk to you a

 

 

forget it. 
 
S
now, but I'll be dead in a couple weeks and 
then you can embalm me." 
I wrote her off as a crazy lad
weeks later she died. 
 
H
funeral. He said he didn't have a clue what 
his mother should wear, so I got to go back 
her house and pick out her outfit. I've never 
done that before. I always dress people in 
outfits their families have chosen, but I nev
got to pick one myself. Being ninety-one, 
that lady had a lot of vintage outfits and so
really cool clothes, and it was nice being in 
charge of deciding what she should wear. 
This was one of the few times when I felt l
the person I was taking care of was a friend, 
and that I at least had a hint of what she was 
like when she was alive. 
When that lady told me sh
which she did more than once, I always 
brushed her off with remarks like, "You 
very healthy to me", or "Don't be silly - 
you're going to make it to one hundred!"
seems like accepting the possibility of death
is rude. But I wonder if I should have talked 
about it with her rather than pushing it aside. 
I imagine if you know you're going to die, it's 
bout it. It’s strange that even I am 

uncomfortable acknowledging death. 
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